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AIMNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  ST.  IVES 
FOR  THE  YEAR  EMDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1969 

To:-  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
St.  Ives  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  District  for  the 
year  1969. 

Vita!  Statistics 

Population  The  stimated  mid-year  population  rose 
by  340  this  year  bringing  the  figure  to  almost  18,000. 
This  is  in  line  with  what  one  would  expect,  bearing  in 
mind  the  residential  development  that  has  been  taking 
place  within  the  District. 

Birth  Rate  330  births  were  credited  to  the  District 
during  the  year  and  this  results  in  a  corrected  birth 
rate  of  17.8  for  1,000  population.  This  is  in  advance 
of  last  year's  rate  of  16.7  and  is  now  above  the  national 
average. 

Deaths  There  were  8  fewer  deaths  this  year 
compared  with  last  giving  a  corrected  death  rate  of 
9.8  per  1,000  population.  This  is  lower  than  the  rate 
for  1968  (10.4)  and  well  below  the  figures  for  England 
and  Wales  as  a  whole  (11.9).  16  per  cent  of  deaths 

were  due  to  malignant  disease  and  54  per  cent  to 
cardio-vascular  disorders. 

Infant  Mortality  Two  infants  died  during  the  year 
before  reaching  the  age  of  12  months.  This  is  exactly 
a  quarter  of  the  figure  for  1968  and  gives  an  infant 
mortality  rate  of  6  per  1,000  live  births  —  a  rate  which 
compares  very  favourably  with  that  of  the  country  as 
a  whole  (18). 

Infectious  Disease  Virtually  the  same  incidence  of 
notifiable  illness  occurred  this  year  as  in  1968,  there 
being  only  22  notifications  received,  17  of  these  being 
in  respect  of  measles  which  usually  dominates  the 
scene.  As  vaccination  against  this  illness  is  taken  up 
it  should,  in  years  to  come,  figure  less  prominently 
on  the  list. 
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3  cases  of  infective  jaundice  were  notified  during 
the  year.  This  condition  which  became  notifiable  in 
1968  is  much  more  common  in  Urban  than  in  Rural 
areas  and  is  unlikely  to  constitute  a  serious  health  hazard 
in  this  District. 

Social  Conditions 

Hospital  Facilities  Since  the  publication  of  the 
Bonham  Carter  Report  the  Council  has  expressed  its 
concern  that  plans  for  the  new  hospital  In  Huntingdon 
may  be  abandoned.  Meetings  with  representatives  of 
Planning  Authorities  have  been  held  when  general 
concern  was  expressed  at  the  possibility  that  the  present 
hospital  at  Huntingdon  would  be  reduced  to  the  status 
of  a  "  peripheral  unit.” 

Further  joint  discussions  between  the  Local 
Authorities  are  planned  to  take  place  in  the  near 
future. 

In  conclusion  I  should  like  to  express  my  thanks 
to  Mr.  Phipps  and  all  other  members  of  the  Department's 
staff  for  the  assistance  they  have  given  me  and  for  all 
the  work  they  have  done  during  the  year. 

I  am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
JAMES  CALDWELL. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
FOR  THE  AREA 


General  Statistics 


Population  (mid  1969) 

Population  (mid  1970) 

Area  (acres) 

Rateable  value 

vSum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 


17,640 

17,980 

44,992 

£565,380 

£2,448 

5,686 


St.  Ives  Rural  District 

Vita!  Statistics  for  the  year  1969 


Estimated  mid-year  home  population  . 

17,980 

Live  Births 

Ma^e 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

166 

148 

314 

Illegitimate 

7 

9 

16 

Totals 

173 

157 

330 

Birth  rate  per  1,000 

estimated 

population 

18.4 

Birth  rate  corrected 

by  comparability 

factor  (.97)  . 

. 

- 

17.8 

Birth  rate  per  1,000 

estimated 

population 

(England  and  Wales) 

• 

16.3 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

___ 

2 

2 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

2 

2 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and 

still  births  ....  6 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and 

still  births  (England  and  Wales)  .  13 

Deaths  58  86  144 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  8.0 

Death  rate  corrected  by  comparability 

factor  (1.22)  9.8 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

(England  and  Wales)  11.9 
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Infant  Mortality  — 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age 

Legitimate  112 

Illegitimate  —  —  — 


Totals  112 


Infant  mortality  rate 

(Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  per 
1,000  live  births)  ...  6 

Infant  mortality  rate  (England  and  Wales)  18 


Table  classifying  deaths  under  age  groups 


Ages 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Under  4  weeks 

— 

— 

— 

4  weeks  and  under  1  year 

1 

1 

2 

1  and  under  5  years 

— 

— 

— 

5  and  under  15  years 

1 

1 

2 

15  and  under  25  years 

1 

1 

2 

25  and  under  35  years 

2 

1 

3 

35  and  under  45  years 

2 

2 

4 

45  and  under  55  years 

1 

8 

9 

55  and  under  65  years 

11 

7 

18 

65  and  under  75  years 

15 

12 

27 

75  and  over 

24 

53 

77 

Totals 

58 

86 

144 

St.  Ives  Rural  District 

The  following  table  indicates  the  trend  in  population. 

birth  and  death  rates 

for  the 

district  over  the  past 

5  years:- 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

Population  16,800 

17,250 

17,830 

1 7,640 

17,980 

Births 

Total  live  births  302 
Crude  birth 

266 

331 

303 

330 

rate  18.0 

Area 

15.4 

18.56 

17.2 

18.4 

comparability 
factor  .96 

.96 

.97 

.97 

.97 

Corrected  birth 
rate  17.3 

Birth  rate 

14.8 

17.9 

16.7 

17.8 

(England  and 

Wales)  18.1 

17.7 

17.2 

16.9 

16.3 
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Deaths 

Total  deaths 
Crude  death 

129 

147 

131 

152 

144 

rate 

7.7 

8.5 

7.3 

8.6 

8.0 

Area 

comparability 

factor 

1.24 

1.23 

1.22 

1.2 

1.22 

Corrected  death 
rate 

Death  rate 

9.5 

10.5 

8.9 

10.4 

9.8 

(England  and 
Wales) 

11.5 

11.7 

11.2 

11.9 

11.9 

Notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  during  1969 

Total  cases  notified 


Whooping  Cough  ...  — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  1 

Diptheria  ....  — 

Measles  .  17 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  — 

Paratyphoid  Fever  .  — 

Acute  Polionnyelitis  ... 

Infective  Hepatitis  ...  3 

Food  Poisoning  ...  — 

Dysentery  .... 
Tuberculosis  1 


Total  22 


List  No. 
B5 

B19(2) 

B19(3) 

B19(4) 

B19(6) 

B19(7) 


ST.  IVES  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Causes  of  Death 
(Registrar  General's  List) 


Causes  Male 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

Systenn  2 

Malignant  Neoplasnn  — 

Oesophagus  — 

Malignant  Neopaism  — 

Stonnach  2 

Malignant  Neoplasnn  — 

Intestine  2 

Malignant  Neoplasm  — 

Lung,  Bronchus  3 

Malignant  Neoplasm  — 

Breast  — 


Female 


1 

3 

2 

1 

2 
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B19(8) 

B19(10) 

B19(11) 

B21 

B46(3) 

B46(4) 

B27 

B28 

B29 

B30 

B46(5) 

B31 

B32 

B33(1) 

B46(6) 

B36 

B46(7) 

B46(8) 

B46(10) 

B42 

BE47 

BE48 

BE49 


Malignant  Neoplasnn  — 

Uterus  — 

Leukaemia  — 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  — 

Diabetes  Mellitus  2 

Mental  Disorders  — 

Other  Diseases  of 

Nervous  System  etc.  1 

Hypertensive  Disease  1 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  25 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  1 
Cerebrovascular  Disease  4 

Other  Disease  of 

Circulatory  System  2 

Influenza  — 

Pneumonia  2 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  2 

Other  Diseases  of 

Respiratory  System  1 


Intestinal  Obstruction  and 
Hernia 

Other  Diseases  of 
Digestive  System 
Other  Diseases, 


Genito-Urinary  System  1 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal 

System  — 

Congenital  Anomalies  1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  4 

All  Other  Accidents  1 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted 

Injuries  1 


Total  all  causes  58 


1 

1 

6 

1 


2 

24 

3 
12 

4 
3 
8 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 


86 
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St.  !ves  Rural  Distnct 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Total  number  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1969  .  20 
Pulmonary  17  Non  Pulmonary  .  3 


New  Cases  -  Diagnosed  New  Cases  -  Transfers 

Age  Respiratory  Non-Res.  Respiratory  Non-Res. 

Periods  MF  MF  MF  MF 

I  —  —  —  _  _  _  _ 

10 .  —  —  —  _  _  _  _ 

35  —  —  _  _  _  _ 

55  _  _  _  _  _  _  _ 

65  and  ...  —  —  —  —  —  — 

upwards 


Totals  ...  —  —  1  — 


No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1952, 
in  connection  with  persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade,  or  under 
section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which  deals 
with  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons 
suffering  from  tuberculosis. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  following  laboratory  facilities  have  been 
available  to  this  Authority  and  to  General 
Practitioners  in  the  area;- 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service, 

Tennis  Court  Road,  Cambridge. 

(Tel.  Cambridge  55526) 

Public  Analyst 

(S.  Greenburgh,  Ph.D.,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C.), 

Tenison  Road,  Cambridge. 

(Tel.  Cambridge  2097) 
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(b)  Ambulance  Services 

Ambulances  administered  by  the  County  Ambulance 
Service  operating  in  conjunction  with  the  County 
Fire  Service  have  been  available  on  doctor's  orders. 
(Tel.  Huntingdon  3348) 

(c)  Home  Nursing 

Nurse/Midwives  employed  and  supervised  by  the 
Huntingdon  and  Peterborough  County  Council 
carried  out  home  nursing  and  attended  maternity 
cases  in  the  District. 

(d)  CSinic  and  Treatment  Centres 

(1)  The  following  Health  Services  were  provided 
by  the  Huntingdon  and  Peterborough  County 
Council:- 


Clinic 

Patients  seen 

When  held 

Where  held 

Minor 

Ailments 

Schoolchildren 

Every  Monday 

9.30-10.30  a.m. 

Child  Health 
Centre 

Nursery  Road 
Huntingdon 

Infant 

Welfare 

Children 
(0-5  years) 

Every  Friday  and 

1  st  and  3rd  Wednesday 
in  month  2-4  p.m. 

Child  Health 
Centre 

Ramsey  Road 
St.  Ives 

1st  Monday  in  month 

2-4  p.m. 

Constitutional 

Hall 

Fenstanton 

3rd  Monday  in  month 

2-4  p.m. 

Youth  Centre 
Somersham 

1st  Wednesday  in  month 
2-4  p.m. 

Women’s 
Institute  Hall 
Warboys 

Alternate  Thursdays 

2-4  p.m. 

R.A.F.  Station 
Wyton 

Dental 

Pre-School  and 
Schoolchildren 

By  appointment 

Child  Health 
Centre 

Ramsey  Road 
St.  Ives 

Pre-natal  and 

Nursing 

Mothers 

By  appointment 

Child  Health 
Centre 

Nursery  Road 
Huntingdon 
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(2)  The  following  Health  Services  were  provided 
by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board:- 


Clinic 

Patients  seen 

When  held 

Where  held 

Chest 

All  ages 

Every  Thursday 

9.30  a.m.-12.30  p.m. 
and  2-3  p.m. 

County 

Hospital 

Huntingdon 

Venereal 

Disease 

All  cases 

Tuesday  from  2-6  p.m. 
Thursday  from  2-6  p.m. 

Addenbrooke’s 

Hospital 

Cambridge 

Males 

Females 

Monday  from  5  p.m. 
Wed.  from  5.30  p.m. 

Tuesday  from  10.30  a.m. 
Thursday  from  4.30  p.m. 

Out-Patient 

Department 

Memorial 

Hospital 

Peterborough 

Orthopaedic 

Pre-School  and 
Schoolchildren 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesday 

10-12  noon 

and  by  appointment 

Child  Health 
Centre 

Nursery  Road 
Huntingdon 

(3)  The  following  service  is  provided  under  the 
Supplementary  Ophthalmic  Scheme  of  the 
National  Health  Service:- 


Clinic 

Patients  seen 

When  held 

Where  held 

Ophthalmic 

Pre-School  and 

By  appointment 

Child  Health 

Schoolchildren 

Centre 

Nursery  Road 
Huntingdon 

Medical,  Surgical,  Orthopaedic,  Paediatric,  Skin, 
Obstetrical,  Gynaecological  and  Dental  Out-Patients' 
Clinics  are  held  at  Huntingdon  County  Hospital  and 
Addenbrooke's  Hospital,  Cambridge,  to  which  General 
Practitioners  can  refer  their  patients  for  specialist 
investigation. 


(e)  Hospital  Services 

Fever  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  requiring 
hospital  treatment  are  admitted  to  Isolation 
Hospitals  at  Cambridge,  Peterborough  or  Ely. 

General  Hospital  Services  were  provided  by  the 
County  Hospital,  Huntingdon  and  Addenbrooke's 
Hospital,  Cambridge. 
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Maternity  Cases  were  admitted  to  Maternity  Unit, 
Primrose  Lane,  Huntingdon  and  Maternity  Hospital, 
Mill  Road,  Cambridge. 

Clinics  run  by  the  Family  Planning  Association  are 
held  at  the  Child  Health  Centre,  Nursery  Road, 
Huntingdon  every  Wednesday  evening  7  -  8.30  p.m., 
at  the  Child  Health  Centre,  Almond  Road,  St.  Neots 
every  Tuesday  evening  7  -  8.30  p.m.,  and  the  1st  and 
3rd  Thursday  from  9.30  -  11.30  a.m.,  and  at  the  Child 
Health  Centre,  Ramsey  Road,  St.  Ives  on  the  2nd  and 
4th  Monday  from  9.30  -  11.00  a.m. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Madam  Chairman,  Mrs.  Buck  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  thirty-second 
Annual  Report  on  the  scope  of  the  work  undertaken  by 
the  Department  in  1969. 

The  rate  of  growth  of  the  district  continued  to 
increase,  due,  in  no  small  measure,  to  the  progressive 
policy  of  the  Council  to  provide  and  improve  those 
environmental  services  that  are  its  main  functions. 

The  decision  to  banish  the  dustbin  and  introduce 
a  '  sack  '  system  of  refuse  collection  has  been  welcomed 
by  the  General  Public  and  is  a  major  contribution  to 
visual  amenities  in  the  villages,  where  dustbins  have 
'  decorated  '  the  street  scene  since  the  first  weekly 
kerbside  collection  was  commenced  in  1945,  but  its 
main  purpose,  the  consequent  reduction  in  the  hazards 
of  fly  borne  diseases  and  the  advantages  to  the  aged 
and  infirm,  although  unseen,  are  far  more  important. 

Civic  Amenities,  too,  have  engaged  the  attention 
of  the  Council,  and  arrangements  were  completed  for 
the  removal  of  abandoned  vehicles  and  the  collection 
of  bulky  refuse  from  premises  within  the  district. 
Until  this  type  of  service  is  made  available  by  every 
Local  Authority,  '  trips  '  into  the  countryside  to  dispose 
of  unwanted  junk  are  bound  to  continue. 

The  Council's  schemes  for  the  main  drainage  of 
those  villages  still  lacking  this  service  are  gradually 
taking  shape,  and  the  cost  mounts  every  year;  but  It 
remains  the  policy  of  the  Council  to  complete  them 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Main  Drainage  Schemes  are  closely  linked  with  the 
further  development  of  the  District.  The  provision  of 
new  housing  estates  by  both  the  Council  and  private 
development  continue  to  be  held  up  because  of  their 
absence,  and  many  owners  of  sub-standard  houses  are 
reluctant  to  take  advantage  of  the  Improvement  Grants 
available  to  them  under  the  Housing  Acts  until  they 
are  provided. 
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The  shadow  of  Local  Government  Reorganisation 
and  the  threat  to  the  future  existance  of  Rural 
District  Councils  is  not  conducive  to  an  imaginative  and 
business-like  approach  to  a  future  obscured  by  Political 
considerations. 

Finally,  I  wish  to  thank  the  Council  and  my 
colleagues  for  their  support  and  assistance  during  the 
year. 

Yours  faithfully, 

G.  H.  PHIPPS, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


EINJVIRONMEIMTAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH 


WATER 

The  Nene  and  Ouse  Joint  Water  Board  and  the 
Cambridge  Water  Company  are  responsible  for  the 
supply  and  distribution  of  water  in  the  district. 

The  Council  has  no  direct  representation  on  the 
Board  of  the  Cambridge  Water  Company  but  appoints 
one  Member  to  the  Joint  Consultation  Committee. 
Similarly  it  has  one  representative  on  the  Nene  and 
Ouse  Joint  Water  Board. 

The  Nene  and  Ouse  Water  Board  supplies  water 
to  Hemingford  Abbots,  Hemingford  Grey,  Houghton  and 
Wyton;  the  remainder  of  the  district  is  supplied  by  the 
Cambridge  Water  Company. 

During  the  year  no  restrictions  on  the  use  of  water 
for  domestic  purposes  were  imposed  by  either  the 
Board  or  the  Company,  and  except  in  one  or  two  areas, 
pressures  have  been  adequate. 

There  is  a  good  network  of  mains  throughout  the 
district  extending  to  the  fen  areas  to  the  North  and 
East,  and  further  extensions  of  the  mains  are  completed 
to  isolated  farms  and  cottages  from  time  to  time. 

The  water  supplied  is  extremely  hard;  up  to 
500  parts  per  million  from  the  Joint  Board,  but  the 
Cambridge  Water  Company  has  reduced  this  to 
approximately  300  parts  per  million  by  mixing  softened 
water  from  Cambridge  (130  parts  per  million)  with 
the  water  from  the  Earith  source  (500  parts  per  million). 
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No  fluoride  is  introduced  into  the  supplies  although 
the  Council  has  advocated  fluoridation. 

The  quality  of  all  the  supplies  is  satisfactory. 
Both  the  Joint  Board  and  the  Company  take  annual 
chemical  samples  at  source  and  bacteriological  samples 
from  their  distribution  areas  once  a  month. 

One  Firm  operating  a  large  Milk  Distribution  and 
Processing  Plant  has  its  own  private  source  in  the  form 
of  a  shallow  we!!.  The  vA/ater  is  chlorinated,  softened 
to  zero  degrees  and  then  re-chlorinated  before  use. 
Bacteriological  examination  of  this  water  is  carried  out 
daily  by  the  Firm. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


The  following  villages  now  have  main  drainage 
schemes:- 


Somersham 


Hemingford  Abbots 

Hemingford  Grey 

Houghton 

Wyton 

Holywell-cum- 

Needingworth 


Completed  1957.  Design  Flow 
60,000  gallons  per  day. 


Completed  1963.  Design  Flow 
122,000  gallons  per  day. 

Completed  1966.  Design  Flow 
50,000  gallons  per  day. 


Bury  Completed  1968.  Design  Flow 

42,000  gallons  per  day. 
Treatment  at  Ramsey  U.D.C. 
Disposal  Works. 


Warboys  and  O^dliurst 

The  abnormal  rainfall  in  1968  and  the  first  half 
of  1969  was  a  serious  handicap  to  the  speedy  completion 
of  this  main  drainage  scheme  and  it  is  not  likely  to 
be  completed  before  the  end  of  1970.  Ministry 
approval  was  obtained  to  include  the  construction  of 
approximately  900  yds.  of  6  ins.  -  12  ins.  sewers  to 
serve  some  40  acres  of  land  lying  to  the  north  of 
Warboys  High  Street,  zoned  for  residential  development 
and  a  new  Primary  School. 

Other  small  extensions  to  the  original  scheme  have 
also  been  included  to  serve  further  land  zoned  for 
development. 
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Fenstanton  and  hfiiton 

The  Council's  new  proposals  for  the  drainage  of 
these  two  villages,  together  with  the  Chesterton  Rural 
District  Council's  scheme  for  Fen  Drayton  were  the 
subject  of  a  joint  local  investigation  by  a  Ministry 
Inspector  in  February  1969. 

Both  Councils'  schemes  were  based  on  the  request 
by  the  Minister  that  these  schemes  should,  if  practicable, 
be  combined  to  permit  Fenstanton  to  link  with 
Fen  Drayton  and  Hilton  to  Papworth  Everard.  The 
Ministry  Inspector  considered  these  and  other 
alternatives  whereby  the  Council's  scheme  might  be 
associated  with  the  sewerage  schemes  of  the  Chesterton 
Rural  District  Council 

On  30th  May,  however,  notification  was  received 
from  the  Ministry  that  the  Council's  scheme  for  the 
sewering  of  Hilton  and  Fenstanton  to  the  Disposal  Works 
at  Hemingford  Abbots  was  approved  in  principle  and 
that  the  scheme  was  sufficiently  urgent  to  proceed  on 
housing,  health  and  sewer  pollution  grounds,  despite 
the  current  national  economic  restrictions.  The  Ministry 
required  further  technical  information  regarding  the 
enlargement  of  the  Hemingford  Abbots  disposal  works 
and  pumping  stations  prior  to  authorising  the  Council 
to  invite  tenders;  the  Council's  Consulting  Engineers 
were  instructed  accordingly.  These  details  had  not  been 
finalised  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Meanwhile  the  Company  operating  a  large  Milk 
Distribution  and  Processing  Factory  at  Fenstanton  were 
completing  their  arrangements  for  the  installation  of  a 
new  sewage  plant  to  treat  the  effluent  from  their  factory. 
This  plant,  based  on  the  principles  of  contact  stabilization 
and  extended  aeration  is  completely  self  contained  and 
came  into  operation  in  December. 

The  licence  granted  by  the  Council  for  the  discharge 
of  some  70,000  gallons  of  trade  effluent  per  day  from 
this  factory  into  the  old  Parish  Sewer  was  withdrawn. 

This  was  a  welcome  relief,  as  the  volume  of  the 
effluent  had  increased  steadily  over  the  last  two  decades 
and  the  old  sewers  were  constantly  surcharged  at  times 
of  peak  flow.  It  also  had  a  material  affect  on  the 
pollution  of  Hall  Green  Brook,  but  this  will  not  be 
readily  apparent  until  the  Council's  drainage  scheme 
is  in  operation  and  the  continued  discharge  of  domestic 
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sewage  from  the  village  to  the  same  brook  is  finally 
ended. 

A  similar  contact  stabilization  and  extended  aeration 
plant  installed  by  a  development  company  to  treat  the 
sewage  from  some  400  houses,  now  in  course  of  erection 
at  Fenstanton,  was  also  completed,  and  will  remain 
in  use  until  the  village  scheme  is  in  operation. 

This  plant  had  not  been  taken  over  by  the  Council 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  grass  plots  to  be 
provided  for  the  tertiary  treatment  of  the  effluent  had 
not  been  completed. 

The  Sewage  Pumping  Station  sited  on  this  Housing 
Estate  to  pump  the  sewage  to  this  treatment  plant 
was  completed  and  is  designed  to  form,  ultimately, 
an  integral  part  of  the  Village  Scheme. 

The  position  at  Hilton  has  remained  static,  the 
Extended  Aeration  Plant  installed  at  West  Brook  and 
New  England  to  treat  sewage  from  a  combined 
Private  and  Council  Estate  has  proved  satisfactory; 
close  supervision  and  maintenance  being  provided  by 
the  Council's  mobile  staff. 

Complaints  regarding  the  pollution  of  watercourses 
and  ponds  in  the  village  cannot  be  satisfactorily  resolved 
until  the  main  drainage  is  provided. 


Bluntisham,  Colne  and  Earith 

The  Minister's  decision  on  the  scheme  for  these 
three  villages,  which  were  the  subject  of  a  Local  Inquiry 
in  June  1968  were  received  in  February  1970.  The 
Council's  proposals  for  a  small  part  of  this  scheme 
to  be  commenced  immediately,  to  serve  proposed 
residential  development  in  the  Hollidays  Road  area  of 
Bluntisham,  were  approved,  subject  to  certain  conditions 
and  consents  from  the  River  Authority.  The  main 
scheme  was  also  approved  in  principle,  but  the  Ministry 
deferred  its  implementation  in  part  or  in  full  in  view 
of  the  current  stringent  economic  restrictions. 

This  was  very  disappointing,  as  the  Ministry  in 
refusing  permission  to  proceed  had  accepted  the  need 
for  it. 
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This  need  became  even  more  apparent  in  the  next 
few  months,  when  conditions  at  the  newly  erected 
County  Primary  School  at  Bluntisham  became  impossible 
because  of  the  complete  breakdown  of  the  small 
Disposal  Works  constructed  by  the  County  Council  to 
treat  the  sevA/age  effluent. 

Faced  with  this  problem,  the  Public  Health 
Department,  as  a  matter  of  urgency,  made  a  critical 
analysis  of  the  scheme  for  the  main  drainage  of 
Bluntisham,  Colne  and  Earith  and  was  of  opinion  that 
a  complete  reversal  of  the  proposed  sewerage  flow  to 
Somersham  instead  of  to  a  new  disposal  works  at 
Bluntisham  was  a  practical  and  economical  alternative. 

These  recommendations  were  approved  by  the 
Council,  and  its  Consulting  Engineers  were  requested 
to  review  the  scheme  on  this  basis  to  treat  the  sewage 
at  the  existing  works  at  Somersham  which  could  be 
enlarged  for  this  purpose. 

Further  representations  by  the  Council,  followed 
by  consultations  at  the  Ministry  on  these  revised 
proposals,  were  such  as  to  enable  the  latter  to  reappraise 
the  position  and  in  May  1970,  the  revised  scheme  was 
accepted  by  the  Ministry,  and  permission  given  to 
proceed  to  tender. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  scheme  will  go  to  tender  in 
the  autumn  of  1970. 


Pidley,  Wistow  and  Woodhurst 

The  Council's  Consulting  Engineers  were  instructed 
to  proceed  with  a  scheme  for  these  three  villages  based 
on  the  principle  of  pumping  the  effluents  to  Oldhurst 
Sewage  Works  for  treatment. 


Broughton 

This  village  was  excluded  from  the  contract  for 
Warboys  and  Oldhurst  by  the  Ministry  on  the  grounds 
that  it  should  be  deferred  until  the  restriction  on  capital 
expenditure  v\/as  less  severe.  The  Oldhurst  Works  will, 
however,  have  sufficient  capacity  to  treat  the  effluent 
from  Broughton  as  and  when  the  Ministry  permits  the 
Council  to  proceed. 
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General 

The  original  main  drainage  proposals,  formulated 
in  1948,  for  the  whole  of  the  district,  envisaged  13 
separate  Disposal  Works  for  the  17  Parishes.  This 
concept  has  been  fundamentally  revised  in  the  past  few 
years,  and  the  number  of  works  will  be  reduced  to  4. 
The  Hemingford  Abbots  Works  serving  both  the 
Hemingfords,  Houghton,  Wyton,  Fenstanton  and  Hilton; 
Needingworth  Works,  also  serving  Holywell;  Somersham 
also  serving  Bluntisham,  Colne  and  Earith;  Oldhurst 
Works  also  serving  Broughton,  Pidley,  Fenton,  Warboys, 
Wistow  and  Woodhurst.  Bury  sewage  being  treated 
at  Ramsey  Urban  District  Council's  Disposal  Works. 
The  emphasis  on  capital  costs  has  largely  been  replaced 
by  a  more  realistic  analysis  of  operating  and  maintenance 
costs  at  small  works  coupled  with  the  need  for  more 
and  more  mechanisation,  which  is  essential  to  attract 
suitable  labour  to  perform  rather  unenviable  and 
unprofitable  tasks. 

There  are  no  engineering  or  technical  reasons  why 
the  remaining  village  schemes  could  not  be  completed 
by  1974  but  the  imponderables  remain.  The  restriction 
on  capital  expenditure  that  has  delayed  previous  schemes 
is  still  with  us;  Loan  charges  coupled  with  steeply 
rising  construction  costs  of  successive  schemes  could 
result  in  the  economic  burden  being  considered  too 
high  for  schemes  to  proceed,  and  Local  Government 
Reorganisation  in  the  near  future  may  mean  the 
postponement  of  schemes  delayed  and  not  commenced. 

The  estimated  total  cost  of  the  13  schemes  to 
serve  the  district  in  1948  was  approximately  £500,000. 
A  very  heavy  burden  then,  but  as  far  as  the  District 
is  concerned,  successive  delays  have  proved  to  be 
expensive  rather  than  economical. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

The  river  Ouse  which  flows  through  the  district 
is  controlled  by  the  Great  Ouse  River  Authority.  It  is 
the  principal  amenity  in  the  district,  attracting,  as  it  does, 
more  and  more  people  to  its  banks,  as  anglers,  and 
on  its  waters,  as  holiday  makers,  in  all  types  of  river 
craft.  The  lower  reaches  from  Holywell  to  Earith  also 
provide  excellent  sport  to  wild  fowlers  in  the  winter. 
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The  reconstruction  of  the  locks  from  Earith  to 
Hemingfords  gives  easy  access  to  all  reaches  within 
the  district. 

The  number  of  moorings  for  river  cruisers  will 
increase  as  '  Marinas  '  incorporating  worked  out  gravel 
pits  adjacent  to  the  banks  are  developed. 

The  rate  of  abstraction  of  water  from  the  river 
and  the  waters  is  licensed  and  controlled  by  the  River 
Authority.  The  Great  Ouse  Water  Authority  is  the 
latest  water  undertaking  to  tap  these  resources  by  an 
intake  at  Offord  to  Grafham  Water,  a  reservoir  of  some 
13,700  million  gallon  capacity.  Abstraction  here  is 
authorised  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  75  per  cent  of  the 
total  flow,  subject  to  no  abstraction  taking  place  with 
a  total  river  flow  of  30  million  gallons  per  day,  or  less, 
and  to  a  maximum  rate  of  abstraction  of  100  million 
gallons  per  day. 

It  is  probable  that  the  yield  from  the  Reservoir 
will  need  to  be  increased  considerably  in  the  next  decade 
and  that  further  abstractions  will  be  licensed.  It  is 
proposed  to  locate  a  second  intake  at  Brownshill  Staunch 
at  Earith  at  the  point  v/here  the  river  becomes  tidal. 
The  works  will  include  a  new  river  level  regulating 
structure  and  navigational  lock  in  the  Hundred  Foot 
River  downstream  of  Earith  Bridge.  This  will  enable 
the  River  Authority  to  maintain  a  satisfactory  level  In 
the  reaches  between  Earith  and  Brownshill  Staunch  and 
so  safeguard  boating  and  angling  interests  in  this  area. 
The  new  intake  will  take  the  form  of  an  underground 
tunnel  some  10  miles  long  constructed  at  depths 
between  50  and  210  feet,  to  the  Water  Authorities' 
Pumping  Station  at  Offord  whence  it  would  be  pumped 
to  Grafham  Water. 

The  demand  for  water  for  domestic,  industrial  and 
irrigational  purposes  in  the  foreseeable  future  Is  such 
that  much  larger  storage  reservoirs  must  be  established 
in  the  watershed.  The  decision  of  the  Minister  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  to  authorise  a  Desk 
Study  of  The  Wash  Barrage  Scheme  was  therefore 
welcomed. 

No  residential  property  was  flooded  during  the 
year  but  the  River  Authority  decided  to  proceed  with 
the  flood  alleviation  measures  necessary  to  obviate  future 
flooding  at  Bury  and  Wistow;  the  estimated  cost  of 
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the  channel  improvements  to  Bury  Brook  being  £45,000. 
No  further  information  was  received  regarding  the  flood 
prevention  scheme  for  the  Hemingfords. 

The  River  coninues  to  take  its  toll  of  human  life, 
but  such  fatalities,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  people 
seeking  recreation  in  boats  and  on  its  banks  is  very 
small,  but  with  greater  care  need  never  occur.  The 
Council  co-operates  in  every  way  possible  with  the 
River  Authority  and  Local  Organisations  to  highlight 
the  dangers  to  both  children  and  adults,  but  vandals 
continue  to  destroy  both  warning  notices  and  life  saving 
apparatus  as  soon  as  they  are  provided. 

The  River  Authority  sought  permission  from  the 
Ministry  to  make  navigational  byelaws  as  It  considered 
it  necessary  to  exercise  more  control  over  the  large 
number  of  craft  now  using  the  river.  The  proposals 
included  the  Registration  of  all  boats  and  the  charges 
suggested  for  small  boats  such  as  punts  and  canoes 
was  £1  per  annum  or  5/-  per  month. 

The  Council  were  generally  agreed  that  there  was 
a  need  for  the  registration  of  powered  craft,  but  that 
privately  owned  small  boats  and  punts  used  by  the 
owners  for  pleasure,  who  had  been  able  to  enjoy  the 
facilities  of  the  River  for  many  years,  should  be  allowed 
to  continue  that  use  without  the  necessity  of  registration 
and  the  payment  of  any  fee. 

A  formal  objection  was  therefore  lodged  by  the 
Council  against  the  proposed  byelaws. 

The  Ministers  decision  had  not  been  received  by 
the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Council  is  responsible  for  the  cleansing  and 
maintenance  of  a  number  of  streams  and  awarded 
watercourses  In  the  district,  the  necessary  work  being 
carried  out  by  hand  labour  for  the  small  brooks  and 
by  machines  for  the  major  watercourses.  Many  of 
those  are  still  heavily  polluted  with  sewage  and  will 
remain  so  until  the  village  main  drainage  schemes  are 
completed. 

The  Saint  Ives  Borough  Council  commissioned  a 
report  from  their  Consulting  Engineers  regarding  the 
flooding  in  1968  of  an  industrial  estate  in  the  Borough, 
which  Is  partly  situated  in  the  watershed  which  drains 
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to  the  awarded  watercourse  in  Needingworth,  known 
as  Parsons  Drove  Brook. 

(This  watercourse  has  previously  been  the  subject 
of  a  High  Court  Action  against  the  District  Council  by 
a  local  landowner  in  1960.  The  Court  then  ruled 
that  the  maintenance  of  this  watercourse  was  the 
responsibility  of  the  Rural  District  Council.) 

A  meeting  was  convened  to  discuss  the  possibility 
of  widening  and  deepening  the  channel  which  was 
attended  by  representatives  from  the  Ministry  of 
Defence,  the  Ministry  of  Building  and  Public  Works, 
The  Great  Ouse  River  Authority,  the  County  Council, 
the  Borough  and  the  District  Council. 

Subsequently  the  Borough  Council  enquired  whether 
the  District  Council  would  be  prepared  to  join  them  in 
a  scheme,  to  be  prepared  by  the  River  Authority,  for 
the  improvement  of  the  Watercourse. 

The  District  Council  decided  that  as  it  had 
maintained  this  watercourse  in  accordance  with  the 
decision  of  the  High  Court,  it  was  unable  to  participate 
in  this  scheme,  but  agreed  to  consider  any  proposals 
by  any  other  Body  or  Authority  for  improving  the 
watercourse  on  their  merits.  A  table  showing  the  work 
carried  out  on  awarded  watercourses  and  sewer  ditches 
is  shown  on  pages  22  and  23  of  this  report.  There  are 
31  awarded  watercourses  in  the  district,  with  a  total 
length  of  28  miles. 
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MAIMTENANCE  OF  AWARDED  WATERCOURSES 

AND  SEWER  DITCHES 

Summary  of  Completed  Works  1969 


Awarded 

Watercourses 

Description 

Length 

Chains 

Remarks 

Biuntisham 

—  Heath  Road  - 

Wadsbys  Folly 

50 

Hand  Labour 

Colne 

—  L11 

57 

/  / 

Biuntisham 

”  J.9  Heath  Road  - 
Holywell-cum- 
Needingworth 
Boundary 

50.5 

// 

Hem.  Grey 

—  E.5 

65 

r  t 

Hem.  Abbots 

—  No.  3 

Godmanchester 
Boundary  - 
Mere  Way 

100 

/  r 

Holywell-cum- 

Needingworth 

—  No.  5  Biuntisham 
Boundary  - 
Heath  Drain 

15 

It 

Hem.  Abbots 

No.  5  London  Road 
to  Hem.  Grey 

Boundary  56 

// 

Hem.  Abbots 

No.  4  Lattenbury 
Bridge  to 

Hem.  Grey 

77 

/  / 

Hem.  Grey 

“  No.  C.3  Stepping 
Stones  Bridge 
to  Hem.  Abbots 

125 

1 1 

Hem.  Grey 

—  No.  2 

40 

// 

Fenstanton 

—  Lake  Brook 

69 

9  9 

Holywell-cum- 

Needingworth 

—  Heath  Drain 

163 

55  Chains 
Machine, 

108  Hand  Labour 

Hem.  Grey 

—  Watercourse  D.4 

60 

Hand  Labour 

Hem.  Abbots 

—  A.1  Cambridge 
Road 

88 

/  § 

Fenstanton 

—  No.  3  Conington 
Road  - 
West  End 

59 

1 1 

Colne 

—  R.16 

18 

9  9 

Fenstanton 

—  No.  5  Moore's 
Brook 

155 

9  9 

Holywell-cum- 

Needingworth 

—  Parsons  Drove  - 
Holywell  Front 

60 

Machine 
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SEWER  DITCHES 


Woodhurst  —  O.S.  No.  32  11  Hand  Labour 

Hem.  Abbots  —  No.  5  from 


to 

Hem.  Grey 

Sewage 

Works  98 

Broughton 

— ■  7  lengths 

of  Sewer 

Ditches 

in  Village 

connecting 

Sewers 

with 

Brook 

16 

Colne 

—  S.17 

27 

Total  No.  of 

Chains  Maintained: 

1,449.5 

PUBLIC  CLEAIMSING 
(a)  Night  Sol!  Colfection. 

A  weekly  collection  of  night-soil  is  carried  out 
throughout  the  district  by  means  of  two  750  gallon 
Yorkshire  Karrier  tankers  which  are  fitted  with  night-soil 
attachments. 

The  area  of  land  available  for  disposal  are  limited 
and  even  these  areas  are  inaccessible  during  the 
winter  months.  The  answer  is,  of  course,  main  drainage. 
Meanwhile  stop  gap  methods  such  as  the  provision  of 
straw  compounds  at  Oldhurst  continue  to  be  employed. 

The  reconstruction  of  the  Oldhurst  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  will  solve  this  problem  in  1971  but  until  then 
the  position  will  remain  serious. 

The  number  of  Pail  Lavatories  has  diminished  each 
year  from  some  1,400  ten  years  ago  to  approximately 
400  in  1969. 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  Council  to  discontinue  the 
emptying  of  Pail  Lavatories  two  years  after  the  completion 
of  main  drainage  schemes  in  each  village.  Owners  are 
encouraged  to  convert  all  Pail  Lavatories  to  Water 
Closets  by  means  of  a  50  per  cent  grant  towards  the 
approved  cost,  under  Section  47  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936. 
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(b)  Cesspool  Emptying. 

The  same  vehicles  are  used  for  this  service  and 
gully  cleansing  as  are  used  for  the  night-soil  service. 

The  number  of  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  emptied 
during  the  year  was  1,239. 

The  charges  for  this  service  to  householders,  not 
on  the  line  of  a  public  sewer,  is  25/-  for  the  first  load 
and  10/-  for  every  additional  load.  The  charge  was 
fixed  by  the  Council  In  1949.  The  charge  for  the  service 
to  houses  within  100  ft.  of  the  new  foul  sewers,  and 
which  could  be  connected  thereto,  was  fixed  at  £5 
per  visit  in  1966  to  encourage  householders  to  take 
advantage  of  the  new  main  drainage  schemes  as  they 
are  completed  in  each  village. 

The  development  proceeding  in  these  villages 
without  main  drainage  schemes  has  offset  the  reduction 
in  the  service  in  those  villages  where  drainage  schemes 
are  in  operation. 

The  service  is  adequate  but  the  difficulty  lies,  not 
in  the  emptying  but  the  disposal  of  large  volumes  of 
sludge  that  no  farmers  want,  and  few  can  be  persuaded 
to  take. 

The  completion  of  the  new  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
at  Oldhurst  will  alleviate  the  position  as  it  has  been 
designed  to  treat  both  night-soil  and  cesspool  contents. 

The  Service  is  made  available  to  neighbouring  Local 
Authorities  and  Government  Departments  for  desludging 
sewage  tanks  and  gully  emptying  at  commercial  rates. 


(c)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Following  the  success  of  the  pilot  Sack  Collection 
Scheme  in  Broughton  and  Wistow  as  reported  in  1968, 
the  Council  decided  to  introduce  a  Sack  Collection 
Scheme  for  the  whole  of  the  district  over  a  period  of 
3-4  years. 

In  considering  its  policy,  the  Council  had  regard 
to  the  demand  for  such  an  improved  service  from  the 
ratepayers;  the  capita!  cost  involved  in  the  purchase 
of  sack  holders;  the  annual  charges  for  sacks;  and  the 
decision  of  Saint  Ives  Borough  Council  to  terminate 
their  20  year  old  agreement  with  the  District  Council 
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for  the  collection  of  house  and  trade  refuse  in  the 
Borough.  The  opportunity  was  taken  to  introduce  a 
wages  bonus  schenne  for  the  collection  staff  based  on 
a  weekly  task  by  each  vehicle  team  and  a  productivity 
bonus  of  17/4d.  per  annum  (4d.  per  week)  in  respect 
of  each  additional  house  constructed  in  the  district. 
The  sum  being  divided  equally  between  the  9  men 
engaged  on  this  service. 

The  new  service,  replacing  the  weekly  kerbside 
collection,  commenced  in  May  in  the  following  villages: 
Broughton,  Holywell,  Needingworth,  Oldhurst,  Wistow 
and  Woodhurst. 

Further  villages  will  be  served  in  1970  and  1971, 
complete  coverage  being  achieved  in  April  -  May  1972. 

The  refuse  Is  collected  by  means  of  three  35  cubic 
yard  compression  type  vehicles  fitted  with  hydraulic 
rams.  Each  vehicle  being  manned  by  three  driver  loaders. 

The  refuse  is  tipped  at  two  worked  out  Gravel  Pits 
at  Somersham  and  Hemingford  Grey.  The  former  tip 
being  utilised  during  the  summer  months,  the  latter 
during  the  winter.  The  refuse  is  spread  and  levelled 
by  a  bulldozer  but  there  is  no  earth  cover  available  to 
seal  the  tips. 

The  Council  have  a  contract  with  a  Pest  Control 
Company  for  the  regular  baiting  of  the  tips  to  control 
rats.  Insects  are  controlled  by  sprays  and  powders 
operated  by  direct  labour. 


CIVIC  AMENITIES 

The  two  refuse  tips  are  available  for  Ratepayers  in 
the  district  to  dispose  of  unwanted  vehicles  and  bulky 
refuse.  The  Council  has  a  contract  with  a  local  firm 
for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  abandoned  motor 
vehicles  at  the  Council's  tips. 

Following  a  report  by  the  Department  the  Council 
decided  to  purchase  a  Land  Rover  and  large  capacity 
trailer  to  assist  those  householders  who  were  unable 
to  move  their  bulky  refuse.  This  service  is  run  in 
conjunction  with  the  service  provided  for  the  summer 
maintenance  of  open  spaces  and  play  areas  on  Housing 
Estates. 
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in  practice  this  ensures  that  full  use  is  made  of 
vehicles  and  labour  through  both  the  summer  and 
winter  months.  That  there  is  a  growing  need  for 
the  collection  of  bulky  refuse  is  apparent  by  the 
accumulations  of  household  junk  that  is  dumped 
indiscriminately  in  the  district  some  blatantly  —  some 
less  conspicuously. 

There  is  also  a  substantial  increase  in  the  amount 
of  garden  refuse  mixed  in  with  the  dumped  junk,  which 
doubtless  arises  from  the  erection  of  substantial  housing 
estates  in  both  urban  and  rural  communities  with  high 
density  development. 

To  a  certain  extent  therefore  the  countryside  is 
becoming  the  most  readily  accessible  refuse  tip  to  a 
growing  number  of  thoughtless  householders;  which  is 
a  typical  example  of  the  gradual  solution  of  one  Social 
Problem,  namely  Housing,  producing  another. 

Litter  Receptacles. 

A  number  of  Parish  Councils  have  provided  litter 
bins  at  suitable  points.  Suggestions  as  to  the  best 
type  of  receptacle  to  be  provided  are  made  to  the 
Parish  Councils.  The  receptacles  are  emptied  on  the 
normal  refuse  collection  days  in  each  parish,  but  in 
the  hot  weather  they  can  give  rise  to  nuisance  when 
not  emptied  more  frequently  and  it  is  difficult  for  the 
parishes  to  find  anybody  to  undertake  this  work. 


SWIMMING  POOLS 

The  construction  of  the  new  Swimming  Pool  at 
Saint  Ivo  School  in  Saint  Ives  Borough  commenced 
during  the  year.  As  reported  in  1968,  this  is  a  joint 
project  of  the  County,  Borough  and  Rural  District 
Councils  to  provide  a  heated  pool  82  ft.  6  Ins.  long 
and  30  ft.  wide  for  the  use  of  the  pupils  and  the 
general  public  at  an  approximate  cost  of  £100,000. 

Swimming  Pools  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  pupils 
have  been  constructed  at  Houghton  and  Warboys  and 
other  schools  are  busily  raising  funds  for  similar  projects. 

All  these  small  pools  are  equipped  with  filtration 
and  chlorination  plant  and  are  periodically  inspected  by 
the  Department. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  INSPECTIONS  IN  THE  AREA 

(a)  Housing  Inspections. 

Under  Public  Heath  and  Housing  Acts  .  193 

Re-Inspections  .....  145 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  .  78 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  complied  with  73 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  .  .  — 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  .  — 

(b)  Inspections  under  the  Factories  Act, 

1937-1961. 


Premises 

Number  on 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Register 

Inspections 

written 

Occupiers 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

1. 

Sections  1, 

2, 

3,  4  and  6 

6 

4 

4 

Nil 

2. 

Section  7 

56 

53 

26 

Nil 

Total 

62 

57 

30 

Nil 

The  following  defects  were 

found  as  a 

result  of 

the  inspections: 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were: 


Referred 

to  H.M.  by  H.M. 
Particulars  Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector 


Want  of 

Cleanliness  4  4 

Over¬ 
crowding  0  0 

Unreasonable 
temperature  0  0 

fnadequate 

ventilation  2  2 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 

floors  4  4 

Sanitary 
Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

2  2 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or 

defective  18  18 

(c)  Not 
separate 

for  sexes  0  0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 


Total  30  30  0 


0 


Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 
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As  can  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  above  table 
most  infringements  found  on  routine  factory  inspections 
are  connected  with  the  general  condition  of  the  sanitary 
conveniences.  In  other  respects  most  premises  appear 
quite  satisfactory. 


(c)  Inspections  under  Statutes. 

Moveable  Dwellings 

Dumps,  Tips  .... 

Public  Cleansing 

Offensive  Trades 

Butchers'  Premises 

Shops  and  Offices 

Pumps,  Wells  .... 
Drains  ..... 
General  Public  Health  . 

Swimming  Pools 
Preserved  Foods,  etc.  . 

Petroleum  Stores,  etc.  . 

Infectious  Diseases  .  .  . 

Ice  Cream  .... 

Disinfestations  .  .  . 

Food  Regulations 

Sewage  Works 

Improvement  Grants 

Drainage  Schemes 

Conversion  Grants 

Miscellaneous  .... 


73 

154 

188 

6 

41 

114 

40 

397 

432 

26 

14 

66 

9 

14 

73 

80 

418 

272 

411 

121 

40 


TOTAL  2,989 


In  connection  with  the  inspections  itemised  above, 
375  Informal  Notices  were  served,  and  whilst  on  no 
occasion  was  it  found  necessary  to  resort  to  legal 
proceedings  some  of  the  complaints  required  a  great 
deal  of  tact  and  patience  to  bring  about  satisfactory 
results. 


CARAVAN  SITES 

One  licence  was  granted  during  the  year  by  the 
Council  for  two  caravans  at  a  factory  in  the  district, 
which  required  labour  on  a  seasonal  basis.  No 
discontinuance  orders  were  made  by  the  County  Council 
in  respect  of  planning  permission,  therefore,  the  total 
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number  of  licensed  sites  in  the  district  is  now  46. 
Of  these  only  3  sites  have  more  than  20  residential 
caravans,  whilst  27  sites  contain  only  one. 

The  Caravan  Sites  Act,  1968  is  in  two  main  parts. 
The  first  gives  to  tenants  of  residential  caravans  the 
much  needed  security  of  tenure  putting  them  on  more 
of  an  equal  footing  with  their  counterparts  in  normal 
dwelling  houses,  and  the  second,  which  is  not  yet  law, 
attempts  to  make  existence  more  tolerable  for  gypsies 
and  other  travellers.  A  duty  will  be  imposed  on  county 
and  district  councils  to  provide  and  maintain  adequate 
sites  for  gypsies  residing  in  or  resorting  to  their  areas, 
and  the  Minister  will  be  empowered  to  make  this 
compulsory. 

Subject  to  a  right  of  objection  from  district  councils, 
county  councils  are  to  choose  the  sites  and  acquire 
the  lands,  while  the  former  will  be  responsible  for  the 
provision  of  services  and  facilities,  including  site 
management. 

It  will  be  an  offence,  within  areas  designated  by 
the  Minister,  for  a  gypsy  to  station  a  caravan  within  the 
boundaries  of  a  highway,  or  other  unoccupied  land, 
or  on  occupied  land  without  the  consent  of  the  occupier; 
and  if  so  authorised  by  a  Magistrates  Court  Order, 
local  authorities  will  be  empowered  to  remove  caravans 
unlawfully  stationed  on  such  land.  However,  the 
Minister  may  designate  such  an  area  only  if  it  appears 
to  him  that  adequate  provision  is  made  in  that  area 
for  accommodation  of  gypsies.  This  legislation  means 
that  councils  not  willing  to  provide  such  sites  may  have 
to  put  up  with  the  situation  whereby  gypsies  will  be 
free  to  park  on  roadside  verges  for  as  long  as  they  wish. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

A  contract  with  Ratsouris  for  the  control  of 
infestation  of  rats  and  mice  in  all  houses  in  the  district 
continued  during  the  year.  This  contract  also  covers 
the  Council's  refuse  tips,  but  rodent  control  in  sewers 
is  undertaken  by  the  direct  labour  staff.  The  Council 
consider  that  the  occupiers  of  Agricultural  holdings  could 
make  similar  arrangements  with  commercial  Pest  Control 
firms  if  they  so  desired.  This  firm  at  present  under 
contract  also  deal  with  wasps'  nests  at  residential 


29 


premises.  This  year  69  wasps'  nests  were  removed, 
giving,  without  doubt,  much  relief  to  the  householders 
concerned. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES 

ACT,  1963 

Genera!  statistics  compiled  from  the  reports  on 
registered  premises  are  as  follows:- 

Cfassification  of  Premises 


Classification  Number  of  Premises  Number  of 


Offices 

Shops  (Retail) 

Wholesale  Departments, 
Warehouses 

Catering  Establishments 

Canteens 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 


registered 

employees 

19 

61 

38 

72 

1 

4 

4 

13 

0 

4 

0 

0 

62 

154 

Total  Males  79 

Total  Females  75 


Two  premises  were  registered  with  the  Council 
during  the  year  bringing  the  total  to  62.  In  connection 
with  these  premises,  informal  notices  were  served  on 
the  respective  occupiers  outlining  the  infringements 
found  when  inspections  effecting  registration  were  made. 
Routine  inspections  of  these,  and  all  other  registered 
premises  will  be  made  In  order  to  ensure  that  they  are 
brought  up  to  and  maintained  In  a  satisfactory  condition. 

Only  one  accident  was  notified  during  the  year 
which  occurred  when  a  female  office  worker  was 
descending  a  staircase,  and  fell  sustaining  general 
bruising  and  grazing.  The  effects  of  the  fall  were  not 
serious  and  no  action  was  taken  as  the  design  and 
condition  of  the  staircase  were  up  to  normal  standards. 


30 


ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS 


Two  further  licences  were  approved  during  the 
year,  one  for  boarding  cats,  the  other  for  dogs. 
These  establishments,  together  with  those  existing, 
provide  accommodation  in  the  district  for  122  dogs  and 
39  cats.  Enforcement  of  infringements  of  the  respective 
licensing  conditions  is  made  comparatively  easy  because 
of  the  fact  that  such  licences  are  renewable  annually. 

In  the  same  vein,  but  under  different  legislation, 
the  Council  approved  the  licence  of  one  Pet  Shop, 
this  being  the  first  in  the  district. 


HOUSING 


SLUM  CLEARANCE 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  had  represented 
286  houses  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  since  1952; 
an  average  of  approximately  17  per  year.  The  records 
show  that  145  were  demolished,  60  were  made  fit, 
48  are  vacant,  3  were  converted  for  other  purposes, 
and  30  are  still  occupied.  The  latter  does  not  mean 
that  30  families  are  currently  waiting  to  be  rehoused, 
because  many  of  them  are  quite  content  to  live 
their  lives  out  in  their  present  accommodation,  and 
undertakings  have  been  made  in  respect  of  such  houses, 
not  to  re-let  when  they  become  vacant.  Of  the  vacant 
houses  many  are  part  of  small  terraces  and  semis  and 
further  action  cannot  be  taken  until  the  adjoining  houses 
are  also  vacated. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

The  number  of  improvement  grant  applications  this 
year  was  34  of  which  2  were  withdrawn,  the  remainder 
being  approved.  Of  this  total  19  were  made  after 
commencement  of  the  Housing  Act,  1969,  which  came 
into  operation  in  September.  This  was  due,  no  doubt, 
to  applicants  holding  back  so  as  to  gain  the  benefit 
of  the  increased  amounts  of  grant. 

Standard  Grants  amounting  to  £3,389  were  made 
in  respect  of  20  houses,  and  Discretionary  Grants 
amounting  to  £6,668  were  made  in  respect  of  12  houses, 
averages  of  approximately  £169  and  £556  respectively. 
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In  all,  the  Council  has  approved  grants  totalling 
£109,020. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  radical  revision  of  the 
conditions  that  formally  had  to  be  observed  by  applicants 
for  grants,  together  with  the  increases  in  the  amounts 
and  scope  of  the  grants,  will  act  as  a  further  stimulus 
to  owners  of  sub-standard  houses. 

Owners  of  houses  let  as  controlled  tenancies  are 
given  the  long  needed  financial  incentive  to  have 
improvements  carried  out  by  the  provisions  of  the 
1969  Act  relating  to  '  regulation  '  of  such  tenancies 
and  consequent  assessment  of  fair  rents  following  issue 
of  qualification  certificates  by  the  Council.  The  procedure 
is  workable  and  must  certainly  result  in  the  standard 
of  fitness  of  such  houses  being  raised,  particularly  in 
view  of  the  provision  enabling  owners  to  apply  for 
periodical  re-assessment  of  'fair  rents'  to  keep  in 
step  with  rising  maintenance  costs. 

GENERAL 

13  Council  Houses  were  completed  in  1969  raising 
the  total  number  to  1,173.  Private  development  in  the 
district,  contrary  to  the  National  trend,  reached  an 
all  time  peak  in  1969,  and  275  new  dwellings  were 
completed;  a  further  300  houses  being  under  construction 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  Development  in  those  villages 
without  main  drainage  continues  to  be  severely  curtailed, 
the  exceptions  being  Fenstanton  and  Hilton  where 
private  developers  have  constructed  sewage  treatment 
plants  at  their  own  cost,  to  enable  their  developments 
to  proceed.  The  Council  continues  to  encourage 
development  within  the  district  by  the  purchase  and 
sale  of  land  as  the  opportunity  occurs,  and  the 
negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  some  40  acres  of  land 
at  Warboys  were  being  finalised  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

The  endless  variety  of  perishable  foods  now  on 
sale  continues  to  proliferate  and  much  time  was  spent 
instructing  shopkeepers  on  the  necessity  of  stock 
rotation  and  notification  to  the  Public  Health  Department 
of  any  electricity  power  failures  that  had  affected  their 
frozen  food  containers.  The  quality  of  the  prepacked 
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foods  prepared  by  the  '  national  '  manufacturers  and 
distributors  is  only  very  rarely  found  to  be  sub-standard 
and  then  mostly  because  it  contains  a  '  foreign  object 
Often,  too,  the  suspect  dead  fly  turns  oout  to  be  a 
stray  currant;  the  suspected  threadworm,  a  shred  of 
canvas.  It  is  encouraging  to  see  that  the  general  public 
is  becoming  more  aware  of  the  activities  of  the 
Department  relating  to  the  fitness  of  any  type  of  foods 
for  human  consumption,  and  do  not  hesitate  to  contact 
us  for  a  decision.  It  is  perhaps  understandable  that 
the  majority  of  such  requests  are  made  at  weekends 
when  the  bulk  of  the  weekly  shopping  is  done. 

The  concept  of  the  '  village  stores '  is  gradually 
changing  and  in  the  rapidly  developing  villages  modern 
self-service  stores  are  appearing  that  are  provided  with 
up-to-date  equipment  and  adequate  storage  rooms. 


MILK  SUPPLY 

The  bulk  of  the  milk  retailed  in  the  district  is 
purveyed  by  two  firms.  The  only  complaints  received 
by  the  Department  were  in  respect  of  milk  being  supplied 
in  dirty  bottles. 

One  firm  has  decided  to  insta!  photo-electrical 
scanning  equipment  at  its  bottling  plant  to  detect  and 
reject  any  bottles  that  fail  to  come  up  to  the  standard 
of  cleanliness  required  or  show  other  abnormalities. 
It  will  be  interesting  to  see  whether  there  will  be  any 
reduction  in  the  number  of  complaints  received  when 
the  plant  is  in  operation,  and  the  percentage  of  bottles 
rejected. 


ICE  CREAM 

Over  the  years,  ice  cream  has  developed  into  a 
sophisticated  food  enjoyed  by  young  and  old  alike. 
All  new  premises  registered  by  the  Council  during  the 
year  continued  the  normal  trend  of  selling  prepacked 
brands  manufactured  and  distributed  by  '  national ' 
firms. 

There  are  no  manufacturers  in  the  district;  practically 
all  the  retailers  insure  against  power  failures  and  do 
not  hesitate  to  request  the  Department  to  inspect  their 
stock  after  electricity  failures. 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


There  are  no  public  or  private  slaughterhouses  in 
the  area.  All  the  meat  sold  is  imported  from  adjoining 
areas,  butchers  buying  direct  from  wholesalers  or  from 
local  fatstock  markets,  and  arranging  for  animals  to  be 
slaughtered  in  premises  situated  outside  the  district. 

By  arrangements  with  the  Council  and  two 
neighbouring  Authorities,  the  Department  assist  in  the 
inspection  of  meat  at  Abattoirs  in  those  districts  in 
any  emergency. 

Small  quantities  of  tinned  meat,  fruit  and  other 
foods  were  condemned  during  the  year. 


FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS 


The  Food  premises  in  the  district  have  been 
classified  as  follows:- 


Bakers 

Butchers 

Cafes  and  Canteens 
Confectioners 
Fish  Shops  . 

General  Stores 
Greengrocers 
Licensed  Premises  . 


3 
8 

11 

2 

4 
54 

4 
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The  shops  are  small  and  are  mostly  owner-occupied, 
very  few  shop  assistants  being  employed. 


ADULTERATION 


Huntingdon  County  Council  Is  the  primary  Authority 
responsible  for  the  administration  of  those  provisions 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  relating  to  adulteration. 

No  special  circumstances  arose  where  it  was 
considered  any  action  could,  with  advantage,  be  taken 
by  the  Department. 
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